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WALT WHITMAN REVIEW 
Volume VII March 1961 Number 1 


THE LIVEZEY-WHITMAN MANUSCRIPTS 


By RENA V. GRANT 
Berkeley, California 


[Editor’s Note. The publication of the following article, dealing with a 
description of the Livezey-Whitman MSS now in the University of California, 
is the first of what we hope will be a series on such institutional and private 
collections. Those who have access to other large or small collections of MSS 
and unique material are urged to submit descriptions of them to the Walt 
Whitman Review in the interests of Whitman scholarship.] 


THE Livezey-Whitman Collection, ! which came into the posses- 

sion of the University of California at Berkeley in 1959, includes 
among miscellaneous items a photograph of Whitman by Dotter; a 
2i-by-4 inch photograph of Whitman taken with the Johnston 
children, with a letter of 9 January 1944 from Miss Bertha Johnston, 
verifying it; a ticket to Walt Whitman’s lecture on Lincoln of 15 
April 1880; a proof copy of the letter and English subscription list 
of 1885, sent to the poet by Herbert Gilchrist, with marginal 
annotations suggesting a rearrangement of the page and a change 
in the order of printing the names of subscribers; a 3}-by-6}-inch 
white envelope, ‘Watt WuirmMan, Camden, New Jersey’ engraved 
in the lower lefthand corner, with a somewhat smeared ‘Some of 
W. W.’s latest Poetical Bits’ written heavily in black ink across the 
front, and displaying on the reverse a tantalizing pencilled arith- 
metical calculation: 


1 First curator of the Whitman Memorial House in Camden was the Quaker 
poet Herman Livezey (1892-1947), who during his active five years in office 
collected many valuable relics for the museum and helped to start the Walt 
Whitman Foundation. Livezey resigned in 1931, because of ill health, to come 
to California. He was introduced by a friend to the former Ruth Ann Stafford, 
who had come West after her marriage. She, probably in the mid-1930s, 
presented Livezey with a box of MSS left by Whitman at the Stafford home in 
Glendale, New Jersey. Livezey’s ambition to write a book on Whitman the Man, 
in which he planned to reproduce some of the MS material, was not achieved. 
He had never fully recovered from a war injury, and died suddenly in 1947, 
three weeks before acceptance of his volume of poetry, In Unison, by the 
Caxton Press. The Whitman MSS continued to lie in an old suitcase in the 
attic, where he had placed them, until the autumn of 1959, at which time they 
went to the university. 
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The bulk of the collection consists of ‘working manuscripts’ 
(some almost complete, others mere scraps) of material published 
in Specimen Days, notably of: ‘A Sun-Bath — Nakedness,’ ‘ The 
Lesson of a Tree,’ ‘ Autumn Side-Bits,’ ‘Cedar Apples,’ * Full-Starr’d 
Nights,’ ‘Sea Shore Fancies,’ ‘ Spring Overtures — Recreations’ 
(which page has the plan of a house or room drawn freehand in 
pencil on the back), ‘New Themes Entered Upon,’ ‘An Early 
Summer Reveille,’ ‘Straw-Color'd and Other Psyches,’ ‘A Night 
Remembrance,’ ‘Mulleins & Mulleins: Cedar-Plums-Like-Names,’ 
‘Swallows on the River’ (with several other short notes concerning 
swallows and sparrows: ‘The scene of 1000 swallows on the lawn 
of Dr Bucke’s — summer of ’80 — swallows at Timber Creek ’ — ‘ The 
? sparrows — swallows at the ferry-house, Camden ’ — * Toronto, July 
27 ’80 in the bookstore on King Street reading Baird’s book on Birds 
of North America — Little, Brown & Co. Boston 1880’ —‘ Make a 
piece about the swallows (sparrows!) see the above book Vol I page 
339 — swallows at Timber Creek see extract from the Odyssey page 
353°); ‘ Exposition Building — New City Hall — River Trip,’ * The 
Sky Days and Nights — Happiness,’ ‘ February Days,’ ‘ Locusts and 
Katydids,’ ‘Clover and Hay Perfume,’ ‘A Contralto Voice,’ ‘ No- 
vember 8 ‘76: To the Spring and Brook,’ ‘ Bumble-Bees,’ ‘An 
Egotistical “ Find,’ ‘My Native Sand and Salt Once More,’ ‘A 
Wintry Day on the Sea-Beach,’ ‘The Gates Opening,’ ‘In the 
Sleeper,’ ‘ Wild Flowers.’ 

Also in evidence are a number of pages of scribbled notes, such 
as the following, mirroring his search for a title for his nature 
jottings and his gradually changing purpose: 

(1) Preface ? — Footsteps 
Only the undulations of my Thought beneath & and under the 
Night and Stars—or at midnight looking out upon the Sea Only 
Some Days & Nights of a Half-Paralytic at 60 Notes From the Days 
& Nights of a Half-Paralytic 

(2) Is a Preface needed? 
Preface to Starry Night 
? Songs for Good ‘Measure 
? for foot note to early page in RIVULETS? 
? foot note (May do for Preface to Voices in the Dusk)... . 

for Preface to Starry Night For these too are Leaves of Grass — 
follow after and form parts of them —hindward ships or boats in the 
fleet — later parts in the procession — October even November sprouts — 
‘afterclaps’ to give good measure to summer's riant growth. Also, as 
much as anything they show that the spirit of after, more deliberate 
seasons, does not go back on that earlier growth, but would reenact and 
confirm it. 

(3) Specimen Nights and the Days Following. Mostly notes made at 
the time for bases of Sonnets or a poem, ... then all these notes were 
originally jotted down as bases for sonnets or a Poem. I gradually got 
into making the same memoranda of other times, Days, Seasons, as I 
sat or strolled or leaned. So that though these jottings have gone far, 
far beyond their present name, yet I will retain it. 

(4) Wayward, impromptu jottings now and then, for years, pencilled 
impromptu quite aimless 


formless strings of them without (?) and keeping to simplest themes, 
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avoiding the great topics, of course following my own immediate eyes, 
ears, little experiences 


These two passages are in pencil on two sheets of yellow paper 
glued together at the top. On the back of one is rubber-stamped 
“Walt Whitman, Camden, New Jersey.’ On the back of the other 
is written: 


Democratic Vistas 


A Melange 
by W. Whitman 


Wrapping 
2 quires 30 -60 
envel 75 
ink ~75 
bank books 6 -25 
” ” 48 ? 
paper [surface of paper here rubbed off] * 


Pasted to one page is a printed column from a newspaper, above 
it scribbled: ‘Upon this topic a Colorado editorial friend, who 
called upon me at Denver, reported me the next morning as saying, 
—’ there being over at the side of the page the note: ‘Glean phrases 
out of this —it is mostly used before.’ 

Most of the MS units in this collection have, as was previously 
noted, already appeared in print (this fact indicated in many cases 
by a blue line down the margin). Some passages occur in Specimen 
Days almost as is, but this is rather the exception than the rule. 
Whitman emended and deleted with enthusiasm; with more vigor 
than discretion, one is sometimes moved to think, for some of the 
rejected phrases and passages are surprisingly vivid. Consider, for 
example, ‘Sky — Monday Nov. 13 ’76.’. The careless trimming of 
the edges of the MS, which has mutilated several words beyond 
recognition, has failed to dim the shining beauty of the passage: 


A still, bright, mellow forenoon, the air a little crisp, some haze, the 
sun warm. The sky today a vast unbroken concave of clear silvery gray, 
monotonous, beautiful. I yield myself to its fea]sy, voluptuous, in- 
fluences, still vi—losing. The sky —the sky —ever the sky —to the out- 
door observer the greatest, silentest, most capacious miracle of all — 
fen]closing every thing—subtly giving® the same aerial — Over all, 
always and silently, yet never twice the same (—) graspable amplitude 
([maljesty) of the world, beauty subtly giving tone by indirections to 
the human soul. 

All is soothing—almost another happy hour. The sky much like 
yesterday, broken with an occasional white fleece, and one or two large 
stacks slowly sailing southwestward. The lacy haze still prevails today. 
T have seen some splendid shooting stars the last three nights. None of 
the great planets visible now, but the constant Dipper always, & the 
Milky Way, and Orion late-rising. 


There are several little pages of nature jottings which linger in 
*Square brackets are used throughout to enclose my own comment or 


emendation. 
* The two words preceding have a pencil line through them. 
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the memory because of richly suggestive phrasing: ‘May 16, 17 — 
’°81 Glendale — the round brown knobs of the cedars apples. .. . 
The vocal shuttle of the whip-poor-will dying long and long — The 
profuse pink and white of the honeysuckle — the creamy blossoming 
of the dogwood in the woods. The faint earth-odors after a rain’; 
and ‘ August 9 ’79. As I walk the Suburbs of my town, the great 
Sun Flowers bend their tall and stately discs in full bloom, in silent 
bloom, in silent salute to the day-orb. The Roses of Sharon are out 
— both the white ones and the red. Then the tawny Trumpet 
Flower, in rich deep orange-yellow, on copious vines, in the back 
yards and on the gables of old houses.’ 

The form of the notes is characterized by a wild variety. Pages 
utilized are, in turn, of almost every conceivable size, shape, color, 
and quality: the backs of letters, the inside of envelopes, cut-down 
pages from a ledger, pages from a small blue-lined notebook, 
foolscap, even the inside of the front green cover from a copy of 
Passage to India; jottings are made in pencil, black ink, purple ink, 
green ink and red ink, with emendations usually in a contrasting 
medium; repeatedly, assorted scraps of this and that are pasted 
together to form a single ‘sheet.’ The study for the opening 
passage of ‘ February Days’ is transcribed on a patchwork of seven 
fragments: four narrow strips of paper being pasted across pieces 
of two envelopes (one of these bearing the monogram ‘R. M. B.,’ 
postmarked London, Ontario, 22 August, addressed ‘Walt Whit- 
man, Camden, N. J.,’ and readdressed to ‘ Kirkwood, N. J.’) and a 
3}-by-5 inch vertically halved sheet of note paper which has at the 
top, in the handwriting of John Burroughs, 

a good fellow. Do you 
heard from him before 


Wm. O'C my book but to 
I am planning to go to 


J. B. 


Below this is visible half of some six lines in what seems to be in 
the handwriting of Herbert Gilchrist, headed ‘ July, 1877.’ 
Whitman’s penchant for utilizing the backs of old letters for his 
note-making is responsible for the appearance in this collection of 
several interesting items. Portions of letters requesting Whitman’s 
autograph, and one inquiry from Marblehead, Mass. as to when 
Whitman’s ‘new volume of poems and Near at 59 will be for sale? 
also the price’ are of dubious value; but the pencilled study for 
‘The Sky Days and Nights — Happiness. October 20’ appears on 
the back of a 8-by-5 inch sheet of blue-lined letter paper bearing the 
following: 
Washington, D. C. 
Dec 12th 
My Dear Walt Whitman: 
When you were here I was closely confined to the desk, and did not 
find out till you were gone where you stopped. I was & I am very sorry 
to have missed you. Shortly I expect to be in Phila — when I shall come 
over to Camden & find you! 
I am very glad to learn that you are as well as you are, & that in- 
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spiration still swells with you. Conway’s letter speaking of your new 
book is quite interesting. Will you let me know about it? I can say 
something in advance of its appearance. My brain will always do you 
homage and my heart bring love to you. 

Mrs. H. desires rememberance. I have a book out, which I will send 
tomorrow. . 


Yours Always Affectionately 


Richard J. Hinton 
Address me 
care ‘The Republic’ 
W-D. C. 


Some passages serving as a preliminary study to ‘A Sun-Bath — 
Nakedness’ are in purple ink on the back of the last page of a 
letter from George Clapp: 


questions asked me about you —they are numerous and various and 
curious, and most always from intelligent women. I am _ entirely 
ignorant of any gossip about you — but I always succeed in interesting 
by telling what I really do know about you of my own personal ex- 
perience — much more probably than if I could answer direct questions. 

Be assured my dear friend if you do cross the wide ferry —I shall 
accompany and follow you with such guides as the certain publicity 
of your movements will permit. Bon voyage. 


Your Old Friend (not so very old, either) 


George G. Clapp 


No. 12 12 West St. Room 14 
Boston, Mass. 


A much crossed-out 5}-by-8} inch sheet of blue paper announcing 
at the outset, ‘ These notes are all diverted from their first purpose. 
My plan was originally to make a Nature poem, consecutive and 
intact, that should carry one’s experiences for a few hours’ has on 
the reverse side a letter from James M. Scovel, a Camden lawyer. 
Engraved in the left upper corner is ‘LAw Orrices. James M. 
Scovel. No. 113 Arch Street.’ 

Camden N. J. Feb. 7, 1879 
My dear Walt 


Friday has come & gone—& no report as to the dinner with the 
author of the, I fear, (abortive?) Bride of Gettysburg. 

I wrote him that unless I wrote au contraire we wd be there on Gods 
Holy Day! ‘Watchman tell us of the night’—that worn veteran! — 
who like a true soldier wear your ‘Wounds & Honors a’ front’ speak 
to me! 

Badinage aside, you cheered me lustily over that milk punch. Thy 
talk was like a crisp Healthful winters day — 


Thine Tenderly, 


James. 


A highly interesting subdivision of the collection is material on 
the journey, described at length in Specimen Days, Whitman made 
to Kansas in 1879, in the company of Col. James Forney, to be 

resent at the ‘ quarter-centennial celebration of the settlement of 
_weemiog at Bismark Grove, near Lawrence. In Lawrence, Whitman 
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and Col. Forney were guests of the mayor, Judge John P. Usher, 
Secretary of the Interior under Lincoln. Whitman was in poor 
health, suffering from the heat, and was unable to attend the 
celebration; but he was interested in talking to Judge Usher's sons 


and hearing accounts of ranch life.* 
On an 8}-by-I1 inch sheet of white paper headed ‘Trip to 
Kansas’ is transcribed in straggling irregular writing: 


Left West Phila Depot at 9.10 p.m. Sept. 10 79. 

that night all through Pennslyvania from east to west — Harrisburgh at 

Pittsburgh Thursday morning to breakfast. Pretty good view of Pitts- 

burgh and Birmingham —fog and damp, smoke, coke, furnaces, flames, 

wooden houses, discolored and grim — vast collections of Coal barges. 

presently a fine region through West Va.—the Pan Handle 

then crossing the Ohio 

yellow flowers thick everywhere, clear light yellow. What are they? 
Sept 11 

hilly, woods, rocks — trains meeting everywhere 

The Nights in the Sleepers. 


A tiny sliver of paper bearing an almost illegible few words in ink 
is pasted at the bottom ol the page. 

On the reverse side of this sheet, is an engraved letterhead 
‘Procress. John W. Forney, Editor and Proprietor, S. W. corner of 
9th and Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. To the right of this 
we find three columns, with * Travelers, merchants, Leadville-folk’ 
written between them, paralleling the letterhead: 


G. W. Childs x Boston Capt A. B. Frazee x 
N. Y. Tribune x 3altimore Dr Zimmerman x 
Phil Times x Phila Gen W. J. Sewell x 
St. Louis Globe Dem x New Orleans Smart 

Cin Com x Washington Joseph Adams x 
3oston Herald x Cincinnati Ed Cattell x 

Col Forney x Chicago Clarence Whittaker 
Camden Post x Brooklyn Thos J. Hall x 
Lou & Geo x of the hills C. S. Noyes x 

Ham x My own New York, Not Smith Caswell 
Mary x only the New World’s 

Mrs. John x City — surrounded in glit- 

Harry Gasprell x tering and beautiful bays 

Mrs. Johnston N, Y. x 

Fred Rauch x 

Eugene C x 

Macpherson x 

Jeff x 

Thos. Newton Johnston x 

Hiliiard Store 

Pete Dovle x 

John P. Usher, Jr. x 

Linton Usher x 

Dr Bucke 

M. H. Case x 

Mrs. Scovel x 

John Bur x 

‘See Robert R. Hubach. ‘Walt Whitman in Kansas,’ Kansas Historical 
Quarle rly, X (May 1941), 150-154. 
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There is also found the preliminary study for ‘An Egotistical 
Find’ of Specimen Days, beginning: ‘traveling the Rocky moun- 
tains Sept ‘79. Here are my Poems!’ And there is an almost 
illegible fragment headed ‘St. Louis,’ in tiny writing, with words 
crowded together, and with much crossing out and writing over: 
‘To the Editor — Let me give you some flying impromptu notes, 
confessedly all too meager, a hiatus everywhere, of my journey over 
three months since...... from the Atlantic coast..... 
the Great Plains...... to the Rocky Mountains.’ 

A final item, the piéce de résistance of the Kansas ‘unit,’ is a 
crudely fashioned memorandum book, evidently made by Whitman 
to carry in his pocket on the trip West, its thirty-odd 63-by-4} inch 
pages are held together by wire and a strip of paper glued over 
the outside fold of the ‘cover’ to form a binding. Sixteen pages, 
including the front cover, inside and outside, have entries. All in 
all, the little book is an amazingly systematic record: of dates; of 
books ordered, prices and payments; various financial transactions; 
names, addresses and cards of people Whitman met; autographs of 
people who apparently interested him; letters sent and received; 
a postcard sent by his friend Anne Gilchrist. 

On the outside cover, Whitman has written in red ink, black ink, 
blue ink, and blue pencil: ‘Kansan and Colorado Trip ’79. St. 
Louis Mems. A Kenosha Memorandum. Started from Phila Sept — 
79 — returned Jan 9 ’80. — gone not quite 4 months.’ On the inside 
of the cover two pieces of paper are pasted. On the upper one is 
written ‘Charles’ and below that ‘C. A. Post With B.D. Buford 
Co., Kansas City, Mo.’ At the top of the lower bit of paper is 
written ‘Herman Beckurts — prop. Demo. Tribune.’ On the four 
lines below are to be found, respectively: ‘fare $22.75,’ — ‘ leaves in 
morning 7.30,’ ‘leaves in evening 6.45,’ ‘36 hours run.’ Scribbled 
at the very bottom of the page is ‘ Bender, hatter, 211 Race St. 
Phil.’ 


[PAGE MEMS from St. Louis 
1] Sent the two Vols. from Camden 
X by Express Cod 
to Nestor Sanborn bank of North America 
$10°° due * ® 44 Wall St N Y City 


+ L. of G. to Charles Scribner's Sons about Oct 25 ’79 
returned * 743 Broadway N. Y. 
$ 3°° due * 


Alice R. Alexander the Palace 
the P O order from A Derry Ireland 
$10 due * 


5] have starred throughout the phrases added in pencil. 

®On the back of the note ‘As I walk the suburbs of my town’ there is 
pencilled in Whitman's handwriting: ‘I have only just heard that a foreign P O 
order for £ 1, s 1 (one pound, one shilling) was sent to me from Mrs. J. 
Alexander, the Palace, Derry, Ireland, in June, 1878— which p o order has 
never reached me. See if there is any acc’t of it in your office — if not, send this 
on to New York, see if any acct. there —with request that, if necessary, they 
would further inquire of the London (or Derry?) offices.’ 
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ans F, Leypoldt — catalogue 


Oct 24— wrote to Hannah 
" 2— ” Mrs. & Jim Scovel 
ans by JMS 
Oct 30 wrote to Robt U Johnson 
Ed. Rooms S Mag 743 B’dway N Y 
” Fred Rauch 


Lock box 2419 


address Thos J. Hall, care Cella & Hall 
Jos: W Hall Fruit dealers Leadville, Col 


Oct 31 wrote to W R Wood 443 Kaigh’s Pt. av. Cam. 
Nov. 1 ” ” Ed. Cattell Glenolden Delaware Co. 


5 ” Lou & George 
9 — Hannah 
— Mary 
— Clarry Whitaker 


Pace 2 displays the card of Stephen F. Smart, Kansas Pacific 
Railway, General Traveling Agent, with ‘ Joe Hall says gone to 
Eruope’ scrawled on the top; the card of Ed. Lindsey, Sterling Rice 


Co., Kansas; ‘rec'd letter from Alice R. Alexander, the Palace, 


Derry, Ireland (P O order for $ 10 — at Camden)’ scrawled on the 
notebook page; below that, the card of W. T. Harris, ‘ Sup’t Public 
Schools, Office, cor. Seventh & Chestnut Sts. St. Louis.’ 


remember to 
Send book to Dr. Bucke for Alfred Withers 


+ ($5 pay rec'd by me in St. Louis) 


wrote to John Hardie, 6 Finnart St. Greenock Scotland 


Nov 4— Wrote to Smith Caswell 


5— Pete Doyle 

Ed: Lindell 

<j Nat Jones 

Charley Woods 


Nov 6 (Thursday) visit to Crystal City 
Plate Glass works, (by Iron Mountain R R ) — Siwash creek 


” 8th wrote to Mrs. Gilchrist — sent map 


Remember to send Dem.Vistas & Memoranda to 


Joseph Wm. Thompson, Goldsmith Building 
Sent from Camden* bock sent* 
Temple London Eng. 
($10 or der sent) 


Nov. 12 —sent letter to Marvin — Wash’n 
with piece to Noyes —sent map 
” rec'd letter from Ed: Lindell 


Nov 12 sent letter to Dr. Bucke declining his kind offer 
of $100 


16th sent letter to G. W. C. (rec'd ans Nov 24) 
17th rec'd letter from Chas Heyde 
20th letter posted to Lou & paper with map 
"  Jetter & piece to H. L. Bonsall 
” Papers to Han 
[10] 
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Pace 4 displays the card of R. S. Holland, ‘swell Episcopal 
Minister, St. Louis,’ ‘Hegelian — going to Chicago’ written just 
below it; the card of Isaac Sharp, Attorney at Law, Council Grove, 
Kansas; below that the written inscription ‘J C O’Connor — the 
Indian Agent I met with the Sioux Chiefs i in Washington 8 or 9 
years ago care of Landsberger & Co: Wine Merchants — San 
Francisco’; below that the address written ‘Geo: F. Neale (the 
Superintendent) Plate Glass Works — Crystal City — Missouri 3 
the autograph of Henry C. Brokmey er, with ‘ The Lieut Governor’ 
written above, and ‘St. Louis Mo’ written below; at the bottom 
of the page the card of Horace Howard Furness, 222 West Washing- 
ton Square, Philadelphia. 


[PAGE Nov 20 (Thursday) —. in N Y City & London 
5] Nov 21 — Letter to J B: O’C 
remember to send [cancelled] 
-+ copy of L of G to Heyde * 
22 visit to Anhauser’s Brewery 


23 d Sunday letter to John Burroughs with Mrs. G’s & Gilder’s 
letters & map 
Papers to Mary 


” 


24th sent L of G. through Lou to Honora E. Thompson, Redlands, 
+ Bridgewater, Somersetshire, England. (p o order in 
Camden) (rec’d. Paid) * 


24 to G W C in acknowledgment 


* Joe Hall here at 2316 to see me 
sent a few lines to Tom 


” Letter to Geo & Lou asking to send book as above 


27th on St L Bridge 


28th Sent (by request to Lou,) by express c.o.d. 
L of G.& T R $7 to 


E. Steiger 25 Park Place N Y City rec'd Paid * 


sent card to Honora E Thompson Eng: 
see above 


also to Jos Wm Thompson Eng 
promising books 


29th cards & books to Ida Johnston 


Fred Rauch 
[PAGE Michael Healy Olive St. Cars Cincinnati (Maryland by birth) 
6] been with shows — (left home at 14) 


Mrs Fanny Raymond Ritter 
103 S Hamilton Street Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Kind letter Nov 23 — (I sent no answer) 


Order from G P Putnam’s sons to send L of G to 
R F Wilkinson 
Poughkeepsie N Y 
& bill to Putnam 
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Mrs. Fannie L. Taylor 
1810 Olive Street St. Louis Missouri 


James E Mills 
room cor 5th & Olive Streets, St Louis 


[PAGE Dec 2— Get Haswell’s Engineers’ & Mechanics Pocket Book 
6] Harpers 1868 680 pp bound in flaps —. 


Dec 4 peard & papers to Han with map 


at. Dr. Hunt bo’t two Vols of Lou $10 


Dec 9 — sent “ The best I see in thee” to Erastus Brainerd 
for Press (Also € for Personal — in answer to request) 


Dec 7. 8. 10, °79 very bad spells 
unable sometimes to walk a block. 
(sometimes tho’t it all nearing the end) 
11th letter to Lou (J. B’s baby’s picture) 
paper to Han 


15th rec'd letter from Herbert 
wrote postal ¢ to ” 


I7th wrote to TI & J W Johnston & Co 535 Chestnut St. Phila 
to Hannah 5 (rec'd) 
"Mary 


18 wrote to Lou — rec'd letter from Mrs. Gil’t 


17th Piece in Phil Press “ What best I see” etc. 


19th letter to Harry Bons{all] aoe st. to Dr. Bucke 


Pace 9 reveals only one entry: ‘Dec 27 —rec’d letter from Dr. 
3ucke $45 — send books’ in ink; followed by a pencilled * (books 
sent) .’ 


Pace 26 has pasted on it a postcard reading: ‘Dear Friend 
Settled for the winter I hope in very comfortable quarters — | Elm 
Villas Elm Row Heath St. Hampstead London. Love from us all. 
A. Gilchrist.’* At the top is scribbled ‘ Bee comfortably settled at 
ern.’ Below the postcard is pasted a card of Nathaniel G. Jones, 
No. 512 Bridge Ave., Camden, N. J. 


[PAGE — Money due when I get back to Camden 
27 $10 Express C.O.D. from Nestor Sanborn 44 Wall St N Y 
10.20 p o order from Alice R. Alexander, the Palace, 
Derry, Ireland 
5.10 p o order from Honora E. Thompson, Redlands. 
Bridgewater Somersetshire Eng 
7 Express C.O.D. E. Steiger, 25 Park Place N Y City 
2.67 po order from J. W. Thompson Goldsmith Building 
femple London” Eng: 
10 from Dr. Hunt, friend of Dr. Bucke for a set 
(remember Dr. Bucke’s books) 
seven 
- Whitman mentions receiving this card in a letter to Burroughs of November 
1879. See Clara Barrus, Whitman and Burroughs: Comrades (Boston: Houghton 


Mifflin, 1931), p. 188. 
[12] 


J 
c 
| 
a 
h 
P 
b 
ve 
p 
te 
i 
tl 
SI 
4 
3 
ir 
I! 


er 
mn 


two T R—seven L of G—one besides 

(” orders from G. P. Putman’s Sons N Y 

(” T & J W Johnston & Co 535 Chestnut Phila 
$5 from Phila Press ° 


PaGE 28 records three addresses: ‘G. L. McKenzie, with Hickman 
Trunk Mt’g Co. 319 N 3d St. Room Cor 11th & Olive. Dec 12 ’79’; 
‘Willie T. Elder 3303 Olive Street City St Louis Missouri’; ‘T & 
J. W. Johnson & Co, 535 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa.’ 


PaGE 29 presents the names of the Usher family, Whitman’s hosts 
in Lawrence: John P. Usher, John P. Usher, Jr, Arthur P. Usher, 
Linton J. Usher, Fairmount, Leavenworth Co*., Samuel C. Usher. 
These names are followed by an address, ‘ Lawrence Douglas Co: 
Kansas. Sep 14, 15 & 16. ’79,’ then by *‘O. H. Rothacker, Ed 
Tribune newspaper Denver Col.’ 

Stray disconnected jottings, working MSS, letters and the little 
travel notebook make up a fairly miscellaneous collection, though 
chiefly of interest, of course, to the scholar. Just one example of 
poetic material occurs, and this, incidentally, may prove of wider 
interest. The solitary exception is a neat transcription of the tiny 
and charming poem ‘Wood Odors.’ ® 

This concludes the tally of the 120-odd manuscripts comprising 
the Livezey-Whitman Collection; and, but for a wholly unforeseen 
circumstance, would also conclude my comment. Several weeks ago, 
however, looking through an ancient hoard of unprofitable news- 
paper clippings, printer’s galleys, and old magazines, material which 
had belonged to a friend of Whitman, and some of it obviously to 
Whitman himself, I discovered a Whitman MS, which, presumably 
because of its form, had hitherto escaped recognition. My find 
consisted of four bits of paper fastened together by a bent pin. 
On top was a stained and faded newspaper clipping, 9} by 2} inches, 
pasted on heavy blue paper, the clipping headed ‘ Trees Indigenous 
to the United States,’ and listing, in two columns of microscopic 
print, the ‘Common Names’ and ‘ Botanic Names’ of some 112 
specimens. Below this was a second newspaper clipping, 6} by 2} 
inches, a letter from Will A. Sisson, addressing ‘ Eds., Country 
Gentleman’ on the subject of ‘ The Liriodendron.’ ?° Underneath 
the clippings were two scraps of paper, cheap yellow paper with 
cracked edges, the larger fragment 4% inches by 4} inches, the 
smaller 43 inches by 2} inches. On the larger fragment is written in 
pencil: 


trees Sassafras 
the Oaks white and black dogwood 
tulip trees hazel 
black walnuts then the orchards 


$ All the above items, with the exception of the last two, have ‘ paid’ written 
in pencil across them. : 
*See Walt Whitman, ‘Wood Odors,’ Harper’s Magazine, CCXXI (December 
1960) , 43; with a note by Rena V. Grant. 
The tulip-tree. 
[13] 
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hickories of apple trees 
beeches the gum-tree 
cedars 
sycamores 
willows 
September 
vital, green 
One sturdy , old oak, five feet 
thick at the but —I sit u 


On the smaller fragment is pencilled: 


Dont forget 
Aug 6 the brook itself 


thick as my neck 


the locust (cicada) 
commencing Aug 5 —6—7 


These notes probably antedate the MSS which I have listed. The 
crowding together of important, unrelated items seems to suggest 
Whitman in the initial stages of planning Specimen Days. The 
opening sentence of an early sketch, ‘To the Spring and Brook,’ 
utilizes actual phrases of the note of 6 August." 


WALT WHITMAN AND LOUIS FITZGERALD TASISTRO 


Louis Fitzgerald Tasistro (1808-18757), who came as a young 
man from Ireland to the United States, was by 1840 ‘a gentleman 
of the city known from his social position and from his newspaper 
affiliations.’ His dramatic debut in 1840 in roles such as Othello 
and Macbeth ‘somewhat startled social and literary New York.’? 
Stimulated by his histrionic experience, Tasistro toured the South 
from 1840 to 1842, and then wrote a two-volume account of his 
wanderings, Travels in the Southern States: Random Shots and 
Southern Breezes (1842).* In June 1842, he gave at the Society 
Library in New York a series of three lectures, entitled ‘The 
Passions, Illustrated with Dramatic Readings’: ‘ Love,’ ‘ Jealousy, 
Hatred and Revenge,’ and ‘Pride and Ambition.’* He was also 


111 acknowledge gratefully the permission of the Regents of the University of 
California and the Librarian to make use of the Livezey MSS; also the very 
kind assistance given me by members of the Staff of the Huntington Memorial 
Library. 

1 George C. D. Odell, Annals of the New York Stage (New York, 1928), IV, 
352, 389. He appeared at the Park Theatre in four plays on four succeeding 
evenings from 28 to 31 January 1840. From 2 to 4 June 1840 he appeared in 
three different roles at the Chatam Theatre (IV, 389). 

* The title-page of the book lists Tasistro’s other works: The Revolution of 
July, Frenologiasto’s Travels in the Moon, and Reminiscences of Bear-Hunting 
in Moldavia. 

* These lectures were announced in the New York Evening Post on 14 June 
1842. On the following day the newspaper commented on ‘the masterly ability 
and skill displayed by Mr Tasistro on the occasion, both as to his rhetoric and 
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at this time editor of the Boston Notice,t a weekly magazine, which 
in 1842 published his short novel Fitzhenry, or, A Marriage in 
High Life. 

Because Tasistro’s name does not appear in the standard encyclo- 
pedias,® it is difficult to trace his career in detail, but apparently, 
in addition to his other activities, he was a translator for the State 
Department before the Civil War. In the 1860s he returned to the 
New York theater, not as an actor but as a reader. On 4 April 
1860 he recited Hamlet ‘from memory,’ and in the next nine 
months added to his repertoire Othello, The Merchant of Venice, 
and Much Ado about Nothing. After his lecture on ‘ The Giants 
and Pigmies of America’ on | January 1863 at Irving Hall in New 
York,? he apparently made no further appearance in that city. 

Probably Walt Whitman met Tasistro in the 1870s in Washing- 
ton, since he was listed in the directories between 1870 and 1874 
as a professor of languages and a teacher. Tasistro may again have 
been serving as a translator for the State Department, and during 
these years he was preparing his most ambitious translation, the 
Comte de Paris’ History of the Civil War in America, the first two 
volumes of which were issued in 1876.8 A hitherto unnoted letter 
in the Washington Daily Morning Chronicle on 26 April 1872 sheds 
light on their relationship, and explains Whitman’s frequent refer- 
ences to Tasistro in his correspondence with Pete Doyle.® 


AN AGED MAN OF GENIUS NEEDING HELP — 
AN APPEAL FROM WALT WHITMAN. 


I wish immediate pecuniary assistance for a man of genius, whose 
name, twenty or thirty years ago, was one of the bright stars in the 
lecturing, literary, dramatic, and poetic firmaments of America and 
Europe — now at the age of 70, stranded, without a dollar, lingering, 
disabled by injuries, and down with obstinate, long-protracted ailments, 
starving, slowly dying, in this city. 

Address me immediately by mail, or for specific information call 
personally on me. 

Walt Whitman, 
Solicitor’s Office, Treasury. 
Washington, D. C., April 26, 1872. 


elocution.’ For this information I am indebted to the Connecticut Historical 
Society. 

‘Frank Luther Mott, A History of American Magazines, 1741-1850 (New 
York, 1930), p. 361. 

5 There is a brief but unreliable account of Tasistro in Appleton’s Cyclo- 
paedia of American Biography. 

°See Odell, VII, 293, 300, 364, 375, and 445. 

7 Odell, VII, 526. 

*Since the work was edited by Professor Henry Coppée, who received the 
authorized translation from Tasistro, Whitman’s literary executors were un- 
doubtedly correct in asserting that Tasistro had died ‘while engaged’ in this 
translation. The third and fourth volumes of the work, published in 1883 and 
1888, respectively, do not mention Tasistro. 

®See Complete Writings of Walt Whitman (Camden, 1902), VIII, 84, 93, 94, 
98-99, 100, 145, 147, 155. Tasistro is also mentioned in an unpublished postcard 
to Doyle dated 7 August [1874] in the Berg Collection at the New York Public 
Library. The executors incorrectly refer to ‘Count Michael Tasistro’ (VIII, 84). 
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On the following day the Chronicle printed in its news columns: 


PROMPT RESPONSES TO WALT WHITMAN. 


We are much gratified to state that in response to Mr Whitman's 
appeal yesterday morning for an aged author and journalist down with 
paralysis, prompt contributions (some of them very handsome) were 
sent in to Mr Whitman during the forenoon by Samuel Ward, Hon. 
J. G. Blaine and friend, W. A. Torrey, E. T. Peters, John Burchard, 
Warren Choate, W. F. Clark, D. L. Bovine, * A Friend,’ and an anony- 
mous person, and that the money has been devoted to the intentions 
of the kind-hearted donors above named. 


In an unpublished letter in the Feinberg Collection Whitman 
noted receipt on 26 April 1872 of $25 from Samuel Ward, the 
brother of Julia Ward Howe and an influential lobbyist during the 
Johnson and Grant administrations, and on 2 May he thanked 
James C. McGuire, a collector of Americana, for his contribution,” 
Though Whitman undoubtedly wrote to the other donors listed in 
the Chronicle, the letters have not as yet been found. 

The size of the donations to ‘Tasistro can be approximated from 
three receipts in the Feinberg Collection, which were written by 
Whitman and signed by Tasistro. On 26 April Tasistro acknowl- 
edged receipt of $70. On 29 April he accepted an additional $25, 
and on I4 May $10. On 3 August Tasistro signed a receipt for $17, 
and on the verso Whitman noted the total of $122: ‘also $10 more 
handed by W. W. to Mr Tasistro.” On 24 October 1872 Whitman 
wrote: ‘also about $25 more in different sums since.’ 

After Whitman went to Camden in 1873, he frequently addressed 
queries to Pete Doyle about Tasistro, the last of which is dated 6 
August 1875. Whitman was obviously moved by the plight of ‘ one 
of the bright stars’ who before his death (and afterwards) had 
fallen into eclipse. 

Epwin H. MILLER 

Simmons College 
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‘SUNDAY MORNING’: AN UNPUBLISHED MS. In her note 
to ‘Wood Odors’ in the December Harper's, Dr Rena V. Grant 
refers to a ‘little page of prose jottings found elsewhere, headed 
“early May '84”— obviously a preliminary study for the poem.’ 
This prose piece, in the Feinberg Collection, contains these phrases 
repeated in the poem: ‘delicate smells,’ ‘odors of pine and oak,’ 
‘old grapevines,’ ‘the holy Sabbath morning,’ ‘soothing silence,’ 
and ‘the myriad living columns of the temple.’ 
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